REMINDER:
School will be closed to pupils and staff on
Monday 24th January 2022.
The government announced an extra bank holiday this year to
celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s 70th anniversary as
monarch.To reflect this, schools will be open for 189 days instead
of 190 days. As the extra bank holiday falls in the May half term
week, we have decided that our additional day off will be this
Monday.
IMPORTANT - REPORTING YOUR CHILD’S ABSENCE
If your child is unable to attend School because they are unwell,
please ensure you call the absence line on
01327 705785 and Press Option 1.
Please clearly state your Child’s Name, Class and the reason for their
absence.
The phone line is open 24 hours a day.
If we have not heard from you by 9.00am, and we are unaware of
your child’s absence, we will call all of your contact numbers until we
are able to speak to someone.
Thank you for your understanding and continued support.

Changes to the self-isolation period for those who test positive for
COVID-19
From Monday 17 January, people who are self-isolating with COVID-19 will
have the option to reduce their isolation period after 5 full days if they test
negative with a lateral flow device (LFD) test on both day 5 and day 6 and they
do not have a temperature. For example, if they test negative on the morning
of day 5 and the morning of day 6, they can return to their education or
childcare setting immediately on day 6.
The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period,
and the second must be taken the following day. All test results should be
reported to NHS Test and Trace.
If the result of either of their tests is positive, they should continue to
self-isolate until they get negative results from two LFD tests on consecutive
days or until they have completed 10 full days of self-isolation, whichever is
earliest.
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who continues to have a
temperature will need to complete the full 10 day period of self-isolation.
Further information on self-isolation for those with COVID-19 is available.

Smart Watches
We are seeing an increasing number of children wearing smart watches to
school. This is not acceptable and they should not be brought to school.
Children are welcome to wear watches / digital watches that have a step
counter. However, any watches that have any access to social media or have a
camera built in should NOT be worn to school. If brought to school, they will
be kept in the office and parents will be contacted to collect at the end of the
day. Thank you for your support.

Staffing News
We are very pleased to announce some baby
news…
Mrs Laura Best gave birth to a beautiful
baby boy on 27th December 2021.
Mrs Ginny Gould gave birth to a beautiful
baby girl on 14th January 2022.
Both families are doing very well.

Mrs Lauren Humphries is now past the 28 week point of her
pregnancy. As such, there is guidance in place around her
presence in school whilst we are still in a pandemic. Lauren is now
working from home, completing a great deal of vital school
development work.
Mrs Louise Harris is covering Lauren’s hours in order to provide
the children with stability and consistency at this time and into
Lauren’s maternity leave.
Should you have any questions about this, please contact Louise
through the usual channels.

What Parents Need to Know About Replika
Replika is an artificial intelligence (AI) chatbot companion that its developers claim users can
form an actual emotional connection with. Once users have created an account and chosen
a 3D avatar, they select the type of relationship they want with the chatbot: friend, mentor or
romantic partner. Using a neural network to hold an ongoing one-on-one conversation,
Replika gradually becomes more like the user as it gathers data from their responses. It isn’t
the only AI chatbot app available, but Replika pushes the boundaries of the concept to offer a
highly realistic conversational experience.
In the guide, you'll find tips on a number of potential risks such as possible addiction,
inappropriate content and in-app purchases.

