24th November 2021

Welcome
Someone described our school this week as being ‘post-Covid’. I then heard a similar
comment on the national news yesterday. I think it is clear that we are definitely not yet living
in a post-pandemic world! High rates of absence amongst staff and children are having an
impact every single day. I am doing all that I possibly can to ensure that your children have the
very best education they can, given the significant challenges we are facing. I know that you are
all trying your best too. Thank you for your ongoing support - we will get through this
together.
As you will know by now, Covid cases are once again rising in Daventry. Our area of Daventry
has higher rates than other parts of the town and is coupled with comparatively low rates of
vaccination. Although cases have fallen this week, our rates are still considerably higher than
the England average.
All school leaders are being urged to remind you that COVID is still prevalent in our
community. We must continue to be careful; to maintain social distancing, self-isolate and test if
you have symptoms and consider being vaccinated if you are not already jabbed!
Thank you for your support,Vicki.
Vicki M M Masters
Head Teacher

November is Anti-Bullying Month
National Anti-Bullying Week falls in November each year. Whilst we always run school initiatives at this time, this
year we are having an even bigger focus.
Teachers across the country are reporting that, as a result of the pandemic, children have ‘forgotten’ how to play
with large numbers of children. They are less resilient than they used to be and schools are experiencing larger
numbers of children who are finding playtimes more difficult to cope with.

We have completed our work around anti-bullying and the children have really benefited from
this. They have been reminded of the definition of bullying and are much more careful not to
use the term incorrectly. They have also remembered how to be proactive to ensure that no
child is unhappy in our school and it is lovely to see the children looking out for others.
We’ve been especially pleased to see some older children beginning to understand how what
they think of as a joke can hurt other children.
The children have thought of how they could use kind words each and every day. They
completed a fun activity creating ‘Chains of Kindness’; where they wrote kind words about
their classmates and then made chains from them. These can now be seen displayed around
the school.

Sycamore, Acer & Willow parents
Thank you for your ongoing support during what has been and continues to be - a difficult term. I know that you all
wish your child’s class teacher was back in the classroom;
we do too. No-one wishes for this more than the teachers
themselves.
Unfortunately, all three teachers continue to be absent
from school. Throughout, I have tried to ensure as much
consistency as possible. I have tried to recruit staff on
temporary contracts, but this has been unsuccessful. I have
also tried - and continue to try - to ensure that classes
have the same supply teacher. Unfortunately, supply
teachers are very few and far between and are, themselves,
falling ill.
I know that you are all waiting for information on your child’s attainment and progress this term,
having missed Parents’ Evenings. Staff are working on reports that will come out to you, ensuring
that you have the same information as other parents have had about their child. I will then make
sure that all parents that wish to speak to an adult about their child, have the opportunity to talk
to a member of our team. This will all happen before the Christmas break.
Those of you who had Parents’ Evening cancelled, but whose teachers have now returned to
school, will complete your consultations before the Christmas break.
We will continue to do the very best we can, with incredibly scarce resources, and will keep you
fully informed at all times. Thank you for your continued support.

Reading at the Grange School
As most of you probably know, we have begun to use a digital reading
record this year in the form of GoRead. It is our hope that this is
much easier for children, as well as parents and carers, to update and
will also allow you to see what the children are reading in school.
We want to build an environment in school, and our wider community,
where reading is celebrated and this is just one step on that journey.
If you are unsure of how to access the GoRead website or App please
look at this user guide which will support you in logging any reading
that pupils do at home.
Parent Guide to using GoRead

Christmas 2021
arrangements
Friday 3rd December 2021 - There will be NO Christmas
Fayre this year due to the ongoing Covid restrictions.
Friday 10th December 2021 - Christmas Jumper Day - Come
to School in your Christmas Jumper
Friday 10th December 2021 -Virtual Carol Concert - Film to
be released for you to enjoy at home.
Tuesday 14th December - EYFS virtual nativity released at
10:00am.
Wednesday 15th December - Christmas lunch - The order form
will be sent in the normal way eck parentmail that day
Wednesday 15th December - 2:00pm Awards Presentation
ﬁlm will be released, children will watch in school.
Thursday 16th December - Toy & Mufti day - Please only
send toys that can be wiped down.

Christmas Parties
Thursday 9th December am - Year 6
Thursday 9th December pm - Year 5
Monday 13th December am - Year 4
Monday 13th December pm - Year 3
Tuesday 14th December am - Year 2
Tuesday 14th December pm - Year 1
Wednesday 15th December am - EYFS
Biscuits and squash will be provided.

What Parents and Carers Need to Know About Netflix
Netflix is a subscription-based streaming service that allows users to watch TV shows and
movies on any internet-enabled device that supports the software, such as smart TVs,
phones and tablets. The pandemic saw a surge in children consuming on-demand content as
many families relaxed their screen-time rules. Netflix caters for all age groups – so it’s
important for parents to recognise the potential risks of children using the service and the
measures to help their child enjoy a safe streaming experience.

